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his escape, by climbing over at the place where his cage
stood. Both his fore paws were actually on the roof,
and, with no great struggle, he might have gained the
top, from whence his leap into the midst of the crowd
must have produced a pretty tolerable sensation, I
guess ! Fortunately, a courageous little boy, about
twelve years old, who had perched himself on the cage
to see the fun, stood quite firm when all his older com-
panions scattered to the right and left, in terror of the
tiger's open jaws close to them. This bold young
fellow held in his hand a short, stout club, and the
instant the tiger showed himself above the ropes, he
lent him such a sound rap on the nose, that the animal
fell back again into the enclosure, heels over head, with
a sort of inverted somerset. While a shout of applause
rung over the whole space, an old Mahometan soldier,
an officer of the extinct dynasty, remarked to us in a
whisper, that this exploit was just the sort of thing
which his former master, Hyder AH, might have been
expected to do in his youth.

The baffled tiger now attacked the other figure of a
man, and wrenched off his head as he had done that of
the other ; but instead of getting into a passion, as he
had done on the first occasion, when he discovered the
cheat, he stood perfectly still, with his tail on the ground
his head drooped and turned away from the figure, as
if he felt ashamed of having been twice deceived. In
this attitude he remained several minutes, with his eyes
half closed, slightly moving his head from side to side;
after which he deliberately laid himself down. A
dozen yelping dogs were now turned in, some of which
prudently contented themselves with taking a distant
look at the royal beast. Not one of them approached
him except an English greyhound, and even he was not
such a fool as to press matters too far, but merely
barked and snarled ; once or twice he came so close to
the tiger's nose that we wondered the monster had not
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